
Chinese Painting Journey 2 

Opening Ceremony of the Sotheby's Exhibition - Zhao Shao’ang Exhibition 

Our school was honoured to be invited by Mr. Tsoi Hak Chiu, one of our board members, to 

attend the opening ceremony of his private collections, Zhao Shao’ang (1905-1998) paintings 

and calligraphy from the collection of You Yu Tang exhibition at Hall 5, Hong Kong Convention 

and Exhibition Centre (New Wing) 1 Expo Drive, Wanchai on 2 April 2010.  

Guided Tour by Mr. Tsoi Hak Chiu 

Seven Form Four and Six Visual Art students and one parent attended the opening ceremony.  
Thanks to Mr. Tsoi, participants could appreciate The Lingnan School of Chinese Painting and 
the work of Mr. Zhao Shao’ang.  They all enjoyed the time with him and were immensely 
appreciative. The visit broadened the minds of students and they showed their interest in 
future explorations of Chinese Art. 

Mr. Zhao Shao’ang 

Mr. Zhao Shao’ang is a native of Guangzhou, Guangdong. He founded the Lingnan Art Studio 

in Guangzhou. In 1937 he served as the head of the Department of Chinese Painting at the 

Guangzhou Municipal College of Fine Arts and in 1948 as a professor in the Department of 

Fine Arts at Guangzhou University. He excels in painting landscapes, animals, flowers, insects 

and fish and is particularly noted for painting cicadas. He is a representative painter of the 

Lingnan School. His paintings have been exhibited on many occasions in the United States, 

Singapore, Germany and other countries and he has been granted various awards.   



The Lingnan School of Chinese Painting 

The establishment of The Lingnan School of Chinese Painting was originated in the 1920s. 

During that time, some painters who all had studied painting in Japan, were not satisfied with 

existing conservative Chinese painting teaching methods which mainly encouraged followers 

to copy and duplicate. Thus they started to revolutionize Chinese painting. "Compromising 

Chinese & foreign art, blending the past and the contemporary" is their aim.  And so they 

initiated the New Chinese Painting Movement which in time was gradually accepted by many 

followers. Later on people named this new style of Chinese Painting: "The Lingnan School of 

Painting".  The school has great influence on Modern Chinese painting and emphasizes on 

the following:  

1. Study and sketch from life.  

2. Structural brush work and colors. 

3. The effect of light on subjects and atmospheric effects.  

The following snapshots would give you glimpses of the highlights. 
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